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This paper aims to clarify the regional demands of elderly welfare facility converted from closed primary school by grasping the management
form and use characteristics. The utilization rate is stable at 80% in day service part, and the group home was reached to the capacity at the
opening time, so the development effect is significant. About the evaluation of space utilization, day service part has living and training room so
the daily life of users is carried out smoothly, and the group home converted the fan shaped classrooms so the wide vision for users and staffs is 
secured. 
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農山漁村地域における廃校を活用した複合型高齢者福祉施設の使われ方
－山口県阿武町「ひだまりの里」を対象として－
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By grasping the use characteristics and management form of elderly welfare complex facility converted a closed primary school, and by 

analyzing its space composition and usage, this paper aims at clarifying whether the complex facility fills the demand o f the elderly-people 

welfare in the area and evaluating space function of it. 

The number of monthly users of day-care service section is around 200 persons and the average operating ratio is stable with about 80%, so 

this complex facility fulfills the increasing demand of elderly welfare in the region. Moreover, three or more requiring care level users 

increased in number, because the use area of the new complex facility was expanded and it became possible to accept wheelchai r users. The 

capacity of the group home filled simultaneous with facility establishment, its residents were all the members of Abu town, and 50 persons are 

waiting for a vacant room in it. But the group home for dementia elderly had given a feeling of insecurity to neighboring residents at the 

beginning. In order to obtain residents' understanding, the dementia study meetings by a local ladies' society were held through every year in 

the lounge of facility, and now it is used also as a base of local interchange. 

About the evaluation of space utilization, day-care service rooms were converted from the management department of primary school and 

arranged intensively near the main entrance hole. Therefore the migration length is short and the user is able to move to living room alone at 

the time of arrival. It is easy for elderly people to take a nap after lunch because the living room and the functional recovery room are divided, 

and they can use the functional recovery room also as a rest space of free time at leisure. The group home was converted from the classrooms 

and multipurpose hall section of the school, and the space is wide on the whole.  The spaces used well by elderly people, such as their own 

room and living room, are arranged compactly and continuing visually. Therefore, elderly people are able to have a choice of stay space, and to 

build a good relationship with other elderly and staffs. Moreover, the scene where the residents of the group home and the users of the day care 

facility participated together was also observed at the Christmas party which the ladies' society sponsored, and it is expected that these 

activities between neighboring residents and users of welfare complex facility using an empty classroom will develop from now on.  

However, in this example, special classrooms such as music room and home economics room, were in the unused state. In reusing a school 

with the scale of one or more classrooms of one grade, it is important to plan the various usage include an aid for childcare, care of 

schoolchildren after school hours etc. with regional resident's participation. It is a subject to construct the local initiative type management 

organization that obtained the cooperation of community organizations, volunteers etc. in addition to the  social welfare corporation, and to 

promote effective use of facilities and regional vitalization . 

（2014 年 6 月 9 日原稿受理，2014 年 12 月 22 日採用決定）
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